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Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of this opinion 


1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which 
it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 


d This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rules 12. 3 and 23. 1 (by). ' 


2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 


a. type of material 




1 1 a sequence listing 




1 | table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




1 1 in written format 




1 1 in computer readable form 




c. time of fumg/rurmshing 




ED contained in international application as filed. 




CD filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 


CD furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 


3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been 
filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in 
the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as rued, as appropriate, were furnished. 
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applicability; citations and explanations supporting such st atement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 
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YES 




Claims 


NONE 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-14 


YES 




Claims 


NONE 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-14 


YES 




Claims 


NONE 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Claims 1-14 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33 (2) -(3), because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a surgical 
instrument handle comprising: an elongate rod having a center axis that defines mutually perpendicular axial and radial directions, the 
rod having a length with axially opposite proximal and distal ends; the rod distal end being adapted to be attached to a surgical 
instrument head; a piston mounted on the rod adjacent the rod distal end for axially reciprocating movement of the piston toward and 
away from the rod distal end; a forward grip member mounted on the rod for axial movement between first and second positions of 
the forward grip member relative to the rod, the forward grip member having a plurality of resilient arms that extend along the rod to 
distal ends of the arms that operatively engage with the piston whereby manual movement of the arm distal ends radially inward 
moves the piston axially toward the rod distal end and movement of the piston axially away from the rod distal end moves the arm 
distal ends radially outwardly, there being a first radial spacing between the arm distal ends when the forward grip member is in the 
first position relative to the rod, and there being a second radial spacing between the arm distal ends when the forward grip member 
is in the second position relative to the rod, the second radial spacing being larger man the first radial spacing. 
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